
 
  
 
October 20, 2020 
 
Dear families and friends of Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery, 
 
This past Saturday, a group of volunteers from our church community was meant to help with cleanup 
at the cemetery. The volunteers agreed to help trim the overgrown grass and tree limbs as we are 
currently without a groundskeeper.  
 
I am heartbroken to learn that during the cleanup, statues and other treasured items dedicated to the 
memory of your loved ones were collected and discarded in the dumpster, and many were damaged in 
the process. 
 
I am deeply sorry for this. It never should have happened. 
 
In the course of our conversations with you, some families have asked about the policy that is posted 
on the fence, and they were initially referred to a notice that was received by some in 2018. However, 
it is my opinion that charity and respect for the monuments must come first, even before enforcement 
of this older policy. Please understand that the volunteers in no way meant to cause any harm or 
heartache. Rather, they were offering their time and toil to beautify and improve the condition of the 
cemetery out of love and respect for the families of Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery and their deceased 
loved ones. Even so, if we intended to enforce this policy, we should have at least given notice prior to 
the commencement of any enforcement action. Furthermore, at no time would I consider discarding the 
religious articles or your memorials to be acceptable. I sincerely regret that this happened.    
 
I also apologize for the delay in writing this letter. I am still working to understand how this happened 
in order to make sure that it will not happen again. We are also working to clarify and publish 
cemetery policies for the future. 
 
My staff at Sacred Heart will continue to reach out to you, and we will make every effort to meet with 
anyone who wishes to speak in person.  
 
Please be assured of my continued prayers for you, and for the rest and repose of your loved ones at 
Sacred Heart Cemetery.  
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Fr. Jonathan Demma 
Parochial Administrator 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church Parish Office 
(940) 723-5288 

Deacon David Bindel, Pastoral Assistant 
Marina Escobedo, Bookkeeper, Cemetery Records 
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